
What Have We Been Up To? 
By: Connie Myers-Kerr 

Welcome Old & New 
Alumni! 
 

The 2010 year is 

starting off great for 
the Ohio Region and 

Alpha of Ohio!  The 
region elected a new 

officer team while 
Alpha’s officers 

geared up for their 

second year.  
Regional officers are 

working hard on their 
goals for year as the 

Alpha officers are 

hard at work 
supporting the 
region.  

 

June brings the Tri-
Regional Event on 

the 25th-26th in 

Cincinnati, Ohio. 
Hocking College-
Nelsonville will host 

the Leadership in 
Action Academy July 
16th-17th.  The raffle 

basket theme for 

LIAA is “Fitness in 
Action.”  If you plan 

on attending, please 
remember to donate 

an item pertaining to 
the theme.   

 

The Alumni polos are 
here!  Your officers 

will wear them at 
regional events & 

polos can be 

purchased for $20 
each.  All proceeds 
from the polos and 

baskets will go 

toward regional 
scholarships.   

 

Between regional and 
international 
conventions, Alpha 

has raised $1171 for 
the Ohio Region!  We 
had roughly ten 

alumni attend 

international with 
one, Terri 

Williamson, being an 
Alumni Advisory 

Council Candidate.  
Orlando was a blast 

but we kept busy 

supporting our 
region, learning 

about new programs, 
and working 

marketplace.  

 
Check out our 
website for any 

information on 

regional & alumni 
events. Let’s keep 

working hard & we 

can reach the stars!! 
 
Big hugs ☺ 

Why Not PTK 
By: Terri Williamson & David Sigmund   

Through the eons of time, 
there have been 

numerous languages and 

methods of writing those 
languages. According to 
Ager (2010), “Writing is a 

method of representing 

language in visual or 
tactile form. Writing 
systems use sets of 

symbols to represent the 
sounds of speech, and 

also have symbols for such 
things as punctuation and 

numerals.” 

 
Most written languages use a 

syllabic alphabet to define a 

sound, syllable, word, object, 

or phrase. The alphabetic 

symbol is most commonly 

used for such languages as 

English, Russian, Spanish, 

etc. However, pictograms, 

which are pictorial 

representations of an 

object, or logograms, which 

represent parts of words or 

whole words, were 

commonly used in Ancient 

Egyptian Hieroglyphics and 

early Chinese scripts. The 

Roman, or Latin, alphabet is  
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meaning. Equally, Phi Beta 

Kappa would be translated to 

Rho Beta Kappa. Interestingly, 

Phi Beta Kappa is never referred 

to as PBK in any circle. In 

addition, Phi Theta Kappa, in 

Greek, translates to Wisdom, 

Aspiration, and Purity. Rho Tau 

Kappa has an entirely different 

meaning. 

 

One more note of interest, the 
reason the Phi Theta Kappa 

International Headquarters Web 
site is www.ptk.org is, one: Web 

site URL’s do not recognize 
Greek letters, and two: In the 

early days of the Web when Phi 
Theta Kappa initiated its Web 

site, URL’s would not accept 

long Web names so the letters 
ptk were used instead. Rather 

than change the Web browser 

causing confusion, it remains as 
is today 
 

Why Not (cont. pg 1)   
 

Alpha of Ohio members in attendance 

at the 2010 Ohio Region Convention 

held at Sinclair Community College 

Have any suggestions on how 
to better our newsletter?  
Have a story idea?  Would 

you like to contribute?  We 

encourage all alumni to 
contribute to Alpha Alumni!  
If you have a story you would 

like to share or have a 
passion for writing, please 
contact Connie Myers-Kerr, at 

saxvet99@yahoo.com, on 
how you can be included in 
the next edition or future 
editions of our alumni 

newsletter.    
 

Tri-Regional Fellowship Event Time!     Newsletter 
 Mark your calendars as Alpha 
is hosting a tri-regional 

fellowship event!  It will be 
held Fri., June 25 – Sat., June 

26th.  A Reds vs. Indians 
game, riverboat cruise, & 

exploring the area are 
planned.   

 

Information and registration 
forms can be found on the 

regional website, 

www.ohioptk.org.  Hotel info 
will be posted shortly, but 
deals have been made for 

2 

group rates under $100 per 
room.  The cost of the events 

is $50 per attendee.  Family 
members & friends are 

welcome to attend as well. 
 

We received much interest in 
this event from the regions 

and are excited to be hosting 

the event.  Please do not miss 
this opportunity! 

 

ALL REGISTRATION FORMS & 
FEES MUST BE RECEIVED BY 
JUNE 10!   

the most commonly used to 

write hundreds of different 
languages and is used on 

virtually every continent. The 

history and methods of the 
written language is a study all 
its own and is not intended to 

be represented here. However, 
the intent is to compare the 
English and Greek Alphabet 

and its use in collegiate affairs. 

 
The English language uses 
primarily the Roman or Latin 

alphabet. Letters are 
representative of sounds that 
are made in a compound 

fashion to form words. The 

letters themselves are not a 
symbol of an object, item, or 
stand alone word. Greek 

letters, on the other hand, not 
only represent letters of the 
alphabet but also words, and 

symbols used in modern 

mathematics and physics. The 
Greek alphabet is the first true 

alphabet using both 

consonants and vowels. It has 
been around since the 9th 
century BC and remains the 

oldest alphabetic script in use 

today ("Physlinc.com," 2010). 
 

In 1776 at the College of 
William and Mary the first 

collegiate fraternal 

organization in North America 
was founded. It was a 

debating society for male 

upper classmen only and they 
took the Greek letters of Phi 

Beta Kappa (ΦΒΚ) as their 

name. They were also the first 
to use Greek letters for the 
name of a collegiate 

organization. In 1918, Phi 
Theta Kappa (ΦΘΚ) was 
founded as an honor society 

for women of two-year 

colleges. They fashioned their 
name after the prestigious Phi 
Beta Kappa society ("Phi beta 

kappa," 2010). 
 
Today acronyms are heavily 

used. For example, the 

American Association of 

Community Colleges is often 

referred to as the AACC or the 

National Collegiate Athletic 

Association is referred to as 

the NCAA. Obviously, these 

acronyms are formed by using 

the first letter of each of the 

words of the organization 

name. These are, however, 

words formed using the 

English alphabet. When 

referring to Greek 

organizations, to reduce a 

name to an acronym does not 

translate accordingly. For 

example, Phi Theta Kappa 

referred to as PTK actually 

translates to Rho Tau Kappa in 

Greek; hardly the same 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Alumni Meeting Minutes from Regional Convention 
By: Heather Clippinger  

3 
 The meeting was open at 12:30 PM, while we were eating our box lunches 

• Old Business: 
(1) Angelyna Westrich made a motion that the minutes from Leadership in Action and Honors in Action to be approved.  Tiffany 

McEldowney seconded it.  The minutes were approved 
(2) Proposals follow-up: 

a) Sondra’s proposal was passed effective with this year’s outgoing officers.  Connie will get with the officers to remind them 
about this. 

b) Alumni Recognition Proposal – Terri Williamson explained her proposal.  There will be some adjustments, which Terri will 
do.  Then Terri will send it to Connie.  Certificates will be given to those who are nominated, during the alumni meeting.  
The pins will be given out at the awards banquet at the Regional conference. 

(3) Fundraisers: 
a) International Marketplace – we will have a table in the Marketplace.  We do have a sign up sheet for help.  Connie will 

contact Casey Holcomb (HQ) about having Stark State’s table and our table close together so that they can also help with 
our table. 

b) Raffle Baskets –We have raised over $300 for scholarship, which no one applied for it this year so the money will be there 
for next year.  Tiffany McEldowney made the motion that we continue with the raffle baskets.  David Kerr seconded it.  It 
was approved. 
1) Carol Kirkpatrick made a motion that the theme for the Leadership in Action basket would be “Fitness in Action” (which 

would be fitness items).  Jina Clay seconded it.  It was approved. 
(4) Alumni Newsletter – Connie mentioned that we do need everyone’s help on the articles.  All of the newsletters do have the 

President’s corner and Secretary’s report. 
a) The next issue will be out in the May/June time frame.  The reason for dates is based around the regional events. 

(5) Members-at-Large Projects 
a) David Kerr will be going through the by-laws so that they can be current for next year’s officers 
b) Nicholas Gesell –Connie asked the group to please contact him to check on him. 

(6) Alumni Polo’s – All of the officers, except for Nick, have received their polo shirt 
a) We are selling them for $20 and we have sizes from medium to 3XL.  After we pay back the region, the money will remain 

in the general fund so that we have money for future fundraisers. 
b) Carol Kirkpatrick suggested that we sell the shirts on facebook as an event.  Carol said she would set it up with Connie as 

admin for the event. 
• New Business 

(1)   Cindy Carbone, our regional coordinator, talked about how she’s impressed on our growth and other things we’re doing.  She 
would like us to “gently” encourage and help the members. 
a) She did ask us to get some new pins with the new logo, for the Leadership in Action event. 
b)  Cindy gave us the location upcoming regional events.  They are: 
    Leadership in Action – July 16-17 at Hocking College - Nelsonville 

         Honors in Action – in the fall at Eastern Gateway (formerly Jefferson Community College) 
         Regional awards – in March at Stark State College of Technology 

c) Cindy mentioned that we might want to find a co-advisor to help Chuck, due to Chuck’s school obligations.  Tiffany 
McEldowney suggested that we talk to Rick Clever about being co-advisor.  Connie Myers-Kerr will talk to Rick.  Terri 
Williamson mentioned that she would be willing to help in the mean time. 

(2) Upcoming events: 
a) Connie talked about International at Orlando.  Between Heather and Chuck they will have money for marketplace.   
b) Connie talked about how alumni can help at International, such as introducing speakers at the breakout sessions, at the 

foundation booth and ushers at the general sessions.  If anyone is interested, please contact Connie, Heather or Courtney 
Taylor (at International). 

c) Marketplace will be closed during the alumni events Friday night. 
d) Terri Williamson is running for Alumni Advisory Council 

(3) Alumni Retreat: 
a) Connie asked the group if they would be interested in an Alumni Retreat and they all said yes. 
b) Connie mentioned that it will be in the Central Ohio area since its central located for everyone.  We will try to have it 

sometime after International but before Leadership in Action in July. 
c) Connie asked if anyone has any ideas on location please let her know, but while keeping the fee at a reasonable price 

(4) Tri-regional fellowship event: 
a) Heather informed the group that she has been in contact with the Indiana and Kentucky regions.  They love the idea!   
b) Heather told the group that 3 dates were picked and they are: June 25 – 27, July 16-18 and August 6 – 8.  Heather 

mentioned that the Kentucky region thought that the July date would be good. 
c) Our group voted on the June 25-27 date.  Heather will make up a flyer so that we can have them for International. 
d) Heather told the group what the different events were:  Newport Aquarium Friday night, B & B Riverboats during the day 

on Saturday and a Red’s baseball game Saturday night. 
e) Heather asked the group if someone could help with getting hotel information.  Carol Kirkpatrick said she would help. 

(5) Open Floor: 
a) Connie talked about if members could help us officers because we can’t do everything and it would be fair 
b) Connie will send out e-mails to the members with a list(s) where we need help which would include the Tri Regional event. 

 
The meeting was adjourned at 2 PM. Submitted by Heather Clippinger, Secretary 
5 new members were inducted in our ceremony Saturday night. 



 

2009 -2011 Alpha of  Ohio Officers 

Mission Statement: 

We, the members of Alpha of Ohio Regional Alumni 

Association of the Phi Theta Kappa International 

Honor Society of the Two-Year College, do hereby 

associate ourselves to continue to uphold the purpose 

of Phi Theta Kappa; provide a continuing fellowship of 

Phi Theta Kappa members; and support the people, 

programs, and priorities of Phi Theta Kappa. 

 

(Preamble to the Alpha of Ohio By-Laws) 

Alpha of Ohio 
 

Regional Alumni 
Association 

 
Phi Theta Kappa  
Honor Society 

 

 

Secretary 

 
Heather Clippinger 
mombuffaloc999@yahoo.com 
 
 
Membership Secretary 

 
Tonya Strahler 
tcs_ohio@yahoo.com  
 

President 

 
Connie Myers-Kerr 
saxvet99@yahoo.com  
 
 
Vice President 

 
Tiffany McEldowney 
chicaamericana7@aol.com 
 

Continue your Phi Theta Kappa 

experience with Alpha of Ohio! 

We are on the Web! 

http://www.ohioptk.org/alumni.html  

 

“Find Alpha of Ohio information 
which includes our By-laws, 

application, minutes from meetings, 
officer contact list, & newsletter at the 

Ohio Region website.” 

Members-at-Large 
 
 
David Kerr 
dkerr75@yahoo.com 

 
 
 
Nicholas Gesell 
nag7279@yahoo.com 

 
Advisor 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Dr. Chuck Bohleke 
henry_bohleke@owens.edu 

 

 

 

 


